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 9/11 Lesson Plan  September 4, 2002 Wednesday 
Late Edition - Final 

SECTION: Section A; Column 5; Editorial Desk; Pg. 21

LENGTH: 753 words

HEADLINE: 9/11 Lesson Plan 

BYLINE: By THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN 

BODY:


”…while most people in the world are good and decent, there are evil people out there who are not poor, not abused -- but envious. These extremists have been raised in societies that have failed to prepare them for modernity, and the most evil among them chose on Sept. 11 to lash out at the symbol of modernity -- America. As the Egyptian playwright Ali Salem put it in Time magazine, "Beneath their claims . . . these extremists are pathologically jealous. They feel like dwarfs, which is why they search for towers and all those who tower mightily." Their grievance is rooted in psychology, not politics; their goal is to destroy America, not reform it; they can only be defeated, not negotiated with. 

Assigned reading: Larry Miller's Jan. 14, 2002, essay in The Weekly Standard: "Listen carefully: We're good, they're evil, nothing is relative. Say it with me now and free yourselves. You see, folks, saying 'We're good' doesn't mean 'We're perfect.' Okay? The only perfect being is the bearded guy on the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel. The plain fact is that our country has, with all our mistakes and blunders, always been and always will be the greatest beacon of freedom, charity, opportunity, and affection in history. If you need proof, open all the borders on Earth and see what happens. In about half a day, the entire world would be a ghost town, and the United States would look like one giant line to see 'The Producers.' . . ."
 
"An Autumn of War," by the military historian Victor Davis Hanson: "Our visionaries must be far clearer about the nature of our struggle. In their understandable efforts to say what we are not doing -- fighting Islam or provoking Arab peoples -- they have failed utterly to voice what we are doing: preserving Western civilization and its uniquely tolerant and human traditions of freedom, consensual government, disinterested inquiry and religious and political tolerance. . . . We must cease the apologetic tone we have developed with the Arab world, and make it clear that their ministers who hector us are not legitimate without elections, their spokesmen are not journalists without a free press, and their intellectuals are not credible without liberty. The right to admonish Americans on questions of morality is not an entitlement, but something earned only through a shared commitment to constitutional government."


Lessons From Sri Lanka  August 7, 2002 Wednesday 
Late Edition - Final 

SECTION: Section A; Column 6; Editorial Desk; Pg. 17

HEADLINE: Lessons From Sri Lanka 


The Palestinians have convinced themselves, with the help of many Arabs and Europeans, that their grievance is so special, so enormous that it isn't bound by any limits of civilized behavior, and therefore they are entitled to do whatever they want to Israelis. And Israelis have convinced themselves that they are entitled to do virtually anything to stop it.


The End Of Something  June 30, 2002 Sunday 
Late Edition - Final 

SECTION: Section 4; Column 1; Editorial Desk; Pg. 15

HEADLINE: The End Of Something 

Because there are three trends converging in the Middle East today. The first is this vicious Israeli-Palestinian war. The second is a population explosion in the Arab world, where virtually every Arab country has a population bubble of under-15-year-olds, who are marching toward a future where they will find a shortage of good jobs and a surplus of frustration. The third is an explosion of Arab satellite TV stations, the Internet and other private media.

Basically what's happening is that this Arab media explosion is taking images of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and beaming them to this population explosion, nurturing a rage against Israel, America and Jews in a whole new Arab generation. Of that new generation there are going to be 10 who will go to dad one day and say, "Dad, there is a Pakistani gentleman at the door selling a suitcase nuclear bomb. He wants a check for $100,000, and I would like to personally deliver the suitcase to Tel Aviv." And dad is going to write the check.

The Land of Denial  June 5, 2002 Wednesday 
5opdLate Edition - Final 

SECTION: Section A; Column 5; Editorial Desk; Pg. 27

HEADLINE: The Land of Denial 


The reason a psychopath like Osama bin Laden -- with his Arab, Islamic but backward-looking message -- could gain such currency is because no one in the Arab world, particularly Egypt, has articulated an Arab, Islamic, progressive, democratic alternative to counter him.

If we've learned one thing since 9/11, it's that terrorism is not produced by the poverty of money. It's produced by the poverty of dignity. It is about young middle-class Arabs and Muslims feeling trapped in countries with too few good jobs and too few opportunities to realize their potential or shape their own future -- and blaming America for it.

: Six Wars And Counting  May 29, 2002 Wednesday 
Late Edition - Final 

SECTION: Section A; Column 6; Editorial Desk; Pg. 21

HEADLINE: Six Wars And Counting


First, by provoking Israel with repeated suicide bombings, Mr. Arafat triggered an Israeli retaliation that didn't just destroy Arab cities -- as he did in Amman in 1970 and Beirut in 1982. This time he provoked the destruction of Palestinian cities: Ramallah, Nablus, Jenin and Bethlehem. Second, by encouraging this Suicide War -- after rejecting a clear-cut U.S. plan for a Palestinian state -- Mr. Arafat has badly damaged Palestinian ties with America. President Bill Clinton met with Mr. Arafat more times than with any other foreign leader. Today Mr. Arafat couldn't get to see President Bush if he signed up for a White House tour.

May 19, 2002 Sunday 
Late Edition - Final 

SECTION: Section 4; Column 1; Editorial Desk; Pg. 15 

HEADLINE: A Failure To Imagine 

Osama bin Laden was (or is) a unique character. He's a combination of Charles Manson and Jack Welch -- a truly evil, twisted personality, but with the organizational skills of a top corporate manager, who translated his evil into a global campaign that rocked a superpower. In some ways, I'm glad that America (outside Hollywood) is not full of people with bin Laden-like imaginations. One Timothy McVeigh is enough.

Imagining evil of this magnitude simply does not come naturally to the American character, which is why, even after we are repeatedly confronted with it, we keep reverting to our natural, naively optimistic selves. Because our open society is so much based on trust, and that trust is so hard-wired into the American character and citizenry, we can't get rid of it -- even when we so obviously should.

May 1, 2002 Wednesday 
Late Edition - Final 

SECTION: Section A; Column 5; Editorial Desk; Pg. 25

LENGTH: 749 words

HEADLINE: The Hidden Victims 

But keeping the public and politicians focused on modernization today is not as easy as it was a year ago. Jordan, like all other Arab countries, has been bombarded by independent Arab satellite TV stations, which compete for audiences by showing the most gruesome, one-sided images of Israel brutalizing Palestinians.

--

But with the Jordanian population so inflamed about events in the West Bank -- "The most popular TV program here now is Hezbollah television, can you believe that?" said a Jordanian businessman -- ministers cannot talk publicly, the way they need to, about the domestic reform agenda, the press isn't interested and the palace is rethinking whether to hold elections. It's worried that in the current mood, Islamists could sweep the day instead of progressives.

This is the real Arab street story. Progressive Arab states, like Jordan, Morocco and Bahrain, which want to build their legitimacy not on how they confront Israel but on how well they prepare their people for the future, are being impeded. And retrograde Arab regimes, like Syria, Saudi Arabia or Iraq, can now feed their people more excuses why not to reform.

The Palestinians have been experts at seducing the Arab world into postponing its future until all the emotive issues of Palestine are resolved. Three generations of Arabs have already paid dearly for only being allowed to ask one question: Who rules Palestine? -- not, How are we educating our young or what kind of democracy or economy should we have? It would be a tragedy if a fourth generation suffered the same fate.

George W. Sadat  April 17, 2002 Wednesday 
Late Edition - Final 

SECTION: Section A; Column 5; Editorial Desk; Pg. 23 

HEADLINE: George W. Sadat

By mercilessly going after the perpetrators of suicide bombing in the West Bank, even when they were hiding among Palestinian civilians, Mr. Sharon should have ended any illusions that Palestinians can terrorize the Jews into fleeing without being terrorized themselves.


“Lifelines To the Future “April 7, 2002 Sunday 
Late Edition - Final 

SECTION: Section 4; Column 1; Editorial Desk; Pg. 15

LENGTH: 760 words

HEADLINE: Lifelines To the Future 


Recently, the Palestinians' mounting anger with Israel lulled them into their own self-delusional argument: that the Israeli occupation justified any Palestinian tactic for liberation, including suicide bombing of civilians. You can't build a normal state on the backs of suicide bombers.


“The Hard Truth “April 1, 2002 ???

Late Edition - Final 

SECTION: Section A; Column 5; Editorial Desk; Pg. 19 

HEADLINE: The Hard Truth 


A terrible disaster is in the making in the Middle East. What Osama bin Laden failed to achieve on Sept. 11 is now being unleashed by the Israeli-Palestinian war in the West Bank: a clash of civilizations.
--


In the wake of repeated suicide bombings, it is no surprise that the Israeli Army has gone on the offensive in the West Bank. Any other nation would have done the same.

--

Palestinians who use suicide bombers to blow up Israelis at a Passover meal and then declare "Just end the occupation and everything will be fine" are not believable.

--

The Arab leaders are as disingenuous as Mr. Sharon; he says ending "terrorism" alone will bring peace to the occupied territories, and the Arab leaders say ending "the occupation" alone will end all terrorism

“Suicidal Lies “ March 31, 2002 Sunday 
Late Edition - Final 

SECTION: Section 4; Column 1; Editorial Desk; Pg. 9

HEADLINE: Suicidal Lies 


Let's be very clear: Palestinians have adopted suicide bombing as a strategic choice, not out of desperation. This threatens all civilization because if suicide bombing is allowed to work in Israel, then, like hijacking and airplane bombing, it will be copied and will eventually lead to a bomber strapped with a nuclear device threatening entire nations. That is why the whole world must see this Palestinian suicide strategy defeated.


--

The Palestinians are so blinded by their narcissistic rage that they have lost sight of the basic truth civilization is built on: the sacredness of every human life, starting with your own. If America, the only reality check left, doesn't use every ounce of energy to halt this madness and call it by its real name, then it will spread. The Devil is dancing in the Middle East, and he's dancing our way.

“No Mere Terrorist “ March 24, 2002 Sunday 
Late Edition - Final 

SECTION: Section 4; Column 1; Editorial Desk; Pg. 15
HEADLINE: No Mere Terrorist 

Real terrorists don't want to kill a lot of people. Rather, they use limited, but indiscriminate, violence or hijacking to create noise or fear that draws attention to their cause and ultimately builds political or diplomatic pressure for a specific objective.

That's why Osama bin Laden is not a mere terrorist. He has much larger aspirations. He is a super-empowered angry man who has all the geopolitical objectives and instincts of a nation-state. He has employed violence not to grab headlines but to kill as many Americans as possible to drive them out of the Islamic world and weaken their society. That's why the Sept. 11 hijackers never left a list of demands, as terrorists usually do. Their act was their demand. Their demand is total victory.
--

How do you deter young people who hate us, or Israel, more than they love their own families or their own future?
--

“…a state brought about by suicide bombers will forever be deformed.”

March 10, 2002 Sunday 
Late Edition - Final 

SECTION: Section 4; Column 3; Editorial Desk; Pg. 19
HEADLINE: A Foul Wind 


"The question is whether Palestinian extremists will do what bin Laden could not: trigger a civilizational war," said the Middle East analyst Stephen P. Cohen. "If you are willing to give up your own life and that of thousands of your own people, the overwhelming power of America and Israel does not deter you any more. We are now on the cusp of the extremists' realizing this destructive power, before the majority is mobilized for an alternative. That's why this Israeli-Palestinian war is not just a local ethnic conflict that we can ignore. It resonates with too many millions of people, connected by too many satellite TV's, with too many dangerous weapons."
--

With all the passive support shown for bin Laden in the Arab-Muslim world, it's not so easy any more to understand who is a moderate or who is an extremist out there.

“The Core Of Muslim Rage “ March 6, 2002 Wednesday 
Late Edition - Final 

SECTION: Section A; Column 6; Editorial Desk; Pg. 21
HEADLINE: The Core Of Muslim Rage 

I have long believed that it is this poverty of dignity, not a poverty of money, that is behind a lot of Muslim rage today and the reason this rage is sharpest among educated, but frustrated, Muslim youth

--

This is not to say that U.S. policy is blameless. We do bad things sometimes. But why is it that only Muslims react to our bad policies with suicidal terrorism, not Mexicans or Chinese? Is it because Arab-Muslim conspiracy theories state that Jews could not be so strong on their own -- therefore the only reason Israel could be strong, and Muslims weak, is because the U.S. created and supports Israel?

--

Three broad trends are now converging: (1) The worst killing ever between Israelis and Palestinians; (2) a baby boom in the Arab-Muslim world, where about half the population is under 20; (3) an explosion of Arab satellite TV and Internet, which are taking the horrific images from the intifada and beaming them directly to the new Arab-Muslim generation. If 100 million Arab-Muslims are brought up with these images, Israel won't survive.


“Crazier Than Thou “ February 13, 2002 Wednesday 
Late Edition - Final 

SECTION: Section A; Column 5; Editorial Desk; Pg. 31
HEADLINE: Crazier Than Thou 

Sept. 11 happened because America had lost its deterrent capability. We lost it because for 20 years we never retaliated against, or brought to justice, those who murdered Americans. From the first suicide bombing of the U.S. Embassy in Beirut in April 1983, to the bombing of the Marine barracks at the Beirut airport a few months later, to the T.W.A. hijacking, to the attack on U.S. troops at Khobar Towers in Saudi Arabia, to the suicide bombings of two U.S. embassies in East Africa, to the attack on the U.S.S. Cole in Yemen, innocent Americans were killed and we did nothing. 

So our enemies took us less and less seriously and became more and more emboldened. Indeed, they became so emboldened that a group of individuals -- think about that for a second: not a state but a group of individuals -- attacked America in its own backyard. Why not? The terrorists and the states that harbor them thought we were soft, and they were right. They thought that they could always "out-crazy" us, and they were right. They thought we would always listen to the Europeans and opt for "constructive engagement" with rogues, not a fist in the face, and they were right.

America's enemies smelled weakness all over us, and we paid a huge price for that. There is an old bedouin legend that goes like this: An elderly Bedouin leader thought that by eating turkey he could restore his virility. So he bought a turkey, kept it by his tent and stuffed it with food every day. One day someone stole his turkey. The Bedouin elder called his sons together and told them: "Boys, we are in great danger. Someone has stolen my turkey." "Father," the sons answered, "what do you need a turkey for?"

"Never mind," he answered, "just get me back my turkey." But the sons ignored him and a month later someone stole the old man's camel. "What should we do?" the sons asked. "Find my turkey," said the father. But the sons did nothing, and a few weeks later the man's daughter was raped. The father said to his sons: "It is all because of the turkey. When they saw that they could take my turkey, we lost everything."

America is that Bedouin elder, and for 20 years people have been taking our turkey. The Europeans don't favor any military action against Iraq, Iran or North Korea. Neither do I. But what is their alternative? To wait until Saddam Hussein's son, Uday, who's even a bigger psychopath than his father, has bio-weapons and missiles that can hit Paris? 

No, the axis-of-evil idea isn't thought through -- but that's what I like about it. It says to these countries and their terrorist pals: "We know what you're cooking in your bathtubs. We don't know exactly what we're going to do about it, but if you think we are going to just sit back and take another dose from you, you're wrong. Meet Don Rumsfeld -- he's even crazier than you are." 

There is a lot about the Bush team's foreign policy I don't like, but their willingness to restore our deterrence, and to be as crazy as some of our enemies, is one thing they have right. It is the only way we're going to get our turkey back.

January 23, 2002 Wednesday 
Late Edition - Final 

SECTION: Section A; Column 5; Editorial Desk; Pg. 19

LENGTH: 738 words

HEADLINE: Run, Osama, Run 


There is enormous cultural resistance to believing anything good about America. Some of this is deliberately fanned by the state-run press in certain Arab countries to deflect criticism from the regime. Some is revenge for America's support for Israel, particularly at this time when the Israeli-Palestinian conflict has turned into such a human meat grinder, aired every night on Arab TV. Not acknowledging America's version of reality, or undercutting its sense of victory in Afghanistan, is a way for Arabs and Muslims to get revenge for America's support for Israel, which they feel so powerless to affect.

At the same time, there does seem to be a certain strain of self-loathing at work in parts of the Arab-Muslim world today. What else can one think when someone tells you that Arabs or Muslims could never have been clever enough to pull off Sept. 11 -- only the Mossad or C.I.A.? It is a sad fact that Arab self-esteem is very low these days, because of the lagging state of Arab political systems and economies, and that feeds the free-floating 

anger that bin Laden has been surfing on.


January 9, 2002 Wednesday 
Late Edition - Final 

SECTION: Section A; Column 6; Editorial Desk; Pg. 23

LENGTH: 739 words

HEADLINE: Who's Home, Who's Not 

America can defeat another country. But terrorism is such an individual sport, based on so many different grievances, and requiring so little to perpetrate, that you can never conclusively defeat it in an open society.


January 6, 2002 Sunday 
Late Edition - Final 

SECTION: Section 4; Column 1; Editorial Desk; Pg. 15
HEADLINE: Someone Tell the Kids 


We will have won round one once we've killed Osama bin Laden and his allies and once the leaders of the Arab-Muslim world have killed his ideas. That's the division of labor: we have to eliminate the killers and they have to delegitimate his ideas. I fear, though, that we'll do our part, but Arab-Muslim leaders won't do theirs.

January 2, 2002 Wednesday 
Late Edition - Final 

SECTION: Section A; Column 2; Editorial Desk; Pg. 15
HEADLINE: Let's Roll 


I don't want to be dependent on Mideast oil anymore. Countries in that region haven't had a good century in 700 years -- and they're not going to soon. Oil is their curse, as well as ours.

November 23, 2001 Friday 
Late Edition - Final 

SECTION: Section A; Column 5; Editorial Desk; Pg. 39
HEADLINE: Foreign Affairs; 
Terrorist Software


It's only when the Arab-Muslim world sheds the veil of bin Laden, as Afghans shed the Taliban, and faces the fact that 9/11 was primarily about anger and problems with their societies, not ours, will we eradicate not just the hardware of terrorism, but its software.


July 3, 2002 Wednesday 
Late Edition - Final 

SECTION: Section A; Column 5; Editorial Desk; Pg. 23

LENGTH: 752 words

HEADLINE: Arabs at the Crossroads 

For too many years we've treated the Arab world as just a big dumb gas station, and as long as the top leader kept the oil flowing, or was nice to Israel, we didn't really care what was happening to the women and children out back -- where bad governance, rising unemployment and a stifled intellectual life were killing the Arab future.




August 14, 2002 Wednesday 
Late Edition - Final 

SECTION: Section A; Column 6; Editorial Desk; Pg. 23

LENGTH: 744 words

HEADLINE: Where Freedom Reigns 


People say Islam is an angry religion. I disagree. It's just that a lot of Muslims are angry, because they live under repressive regimes, with no rule of law, where women are not empowered and youth have no voice in their future. What is a religion but a mirror on your life?

January 27, 2002 Sunday 
Late Edition - Final 

SECTION: Section 4; Column 1; Editorial Desk; Pg. 13
HEADLINE: The 2 Domes Of Belgium 


For all that has been written about Sept. 11, there is still one big hole in our knowledge: We know who Osama bin Laden is. He is a unique cult figure -- a Muslim Charles Manson with the organizational skills of Jack Welch. We also know who bin Laden's passive supporters are -- all those Muslims who sympathize with him out of anger with their own leaders, America or Israel. But who were the guys in the middle -- the killer pilots who went beyond passive support to become suicidal mass murderers?

In search of that answer, I came to Europe. Why? Look at the biographies of many of the key hijackers or Al Qaeda agents: Mohamed Atta, Ziad al-Jarrah, Marwan al-Shehhi, etc. It's the same story: He grew up in a middle-class family in the Arab world, was educated, went to Europe for more studies, lived on the fringes of a European society (many in Belgium), gravitated to a local prayer group or mosque, became radicalized there by Islamist elements, went off for training in Afghanistan and presto -- a terrorist was born. The personal encounter between these young men and Europe is the key to this story. 

A female Arab friend who also studied abroad with young Muslim men described them this way: "They are mostly men who grew up in an environment where the rules were very clear. They grew up never encountering anything that shakes their core. Suddenly they are thrown into Europe, and there are a whole different set of social rules that shakes their core. They don't know how to adapt because they've never had to, so they become more insular and hold onto their Islamic core even more."

This trend is reinforced by the fact that Muslim immigrants are often perennial outsiders in Europe. In America, Muslims can enjoy a fairly rapid transition to citizenship, but in Europe there is no melting pot. "Our problem in Belgium is that there is Islamophobia," said Nordin Maloujahmoum, president of the Muslim Executive Council of Belgium. "Some 54 percent of the population here say they don't believe non-Belgian ethnic groups could ever be real Belgians. A woman wearing a veil here finds it impossible to get a job."

Fauzaya Talhaoui, the only Muslim woman in the Belgian Parliament, told me that her parents' generation came from North Africa and just wanted to assimilate but that many in her generation, after being frozen out, have turned to Islam. "They took the view -- if you want to treat us differently, we will act differently," she said.

Here's the truth: What radicalized the Sept. 11 terrorists was not that they suffered from a poverty of food, it was that they suffered from a poverty of dignity. Frustrated by the low standing of Muslim countries in the world, compared with Europe or the United States, and the low standing in which they were personally held where they were living, they were easy pickings for militant preachers who knew how to direct their rage.

"Many of the terrorists we are now confronting are a Western phenomenon, existing inside the Islamic diaspora in the U.S. and Europe," wrote Adrian Karatnycky, the president of Freedom House, in a highly original essay in National Review. These men are not "sleepers" planted within Europe years in advance by bin Laden, he argues; instead, they are minted right there, when they encounter the West.

"Like the leaders of America's Weather Underground, Germany's Baader-Meinhof Gang, Italy's Red Brigades, and Japan's Red Army Faction, the Islamic terrorists were university-educated converts to an all-encompassing neo-totalitarian ideology," Mr. Karatnycky argues. "For them, Islamism is the new universal revolutionary creed, and bin Laden is Sheikh Guevara."

Mr. Karatnycky is right: the real challenge of the West is to understand what is happening not just in Iraq or Saudi Arabia, but also in its own backyard, in the chemical reaction between Western societies and their own mosques and Muslim diasporas. That's where the killer pilots were conceived, and that's where they must be tracked -- but in a way that respects the fact that 99.9 percent of the Muslims in Europe or America are good citizens, not militants.

Belgium is a microcosm of the whole story. There are 300 mosques in Belgium today, with 300 domes. But there is another famous dome here: the huge radar dome at NATO headquarters in Mons. Somewhere in the cultural encounter between these two domes of Belgium -- the dome of NATO and the dome of the mosques -- lies the key to this Sept. 11 and maybe the next.

