 Will -5- 


 George Will 

Syndicated Columnist

Quotations
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3U.S. and Israel face Similar Terrorist Threat
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3The War on Terror


4The War on Terror: A New Kind of War


4Nothing is Impossible—US is vulnerable


4The Israel-Palestinian Conflict




Who are the Terrorists

Suicide bombers live in a social atmosphere heavily dosed with denial of the Holocaust, incitements to genocide, loathsome anti-Semitic libels (e.g., that Jews leaven pastry with the blood of non-Jewish adolescents), exhortations to the holy duty of destroying "the Zionist entity."

“Yasser Arafat, the world's senior and most successful terrorist,”

Why They Hate US

Americans are slow to anger but mighty when angry, and their proper anger now should be alloyed with pride. They are targets because of their virtues--principally democracy, and loyalty to those nations which, like Israel, are embattled salients of our virtues in a still-dangerous world.
 

Our enemies attacked us not for what we have done but for what we are.

Definition of Terrorism

Terrorism is usually a compound of the tangible and the intangible--of physical violence and political symbolism. The terrorists' targets on Tuesday were symbols not just of American power, but also its virtues. The twin towers of the World Trade Center are, like Manhattan itself, architectural expressions of the vigor of American civilization. The Pentagon is a symbol of America's ability and determination to project and defend democratic values. These targets have drawn, like gathered lightning, the anger of the enemies of civilization. Those enemies are always out there.

At times like this, confused thought breeds confused action. The American mind must not be cluttered with two familiar cliches. One is that terrorists are desperate people. Tuesday's terrorists probably were akin to evil soldiers, disciplined and motivated, but not desperate.

The second cliche is that terrorism is "senseless." Terrorism would not be such a plague if either cliche were true.

Far from being senseless, much terrorism is sensible in that it is cost-efficient. Or, to borrow the language of the stock exchange, terrorism is "highly leveraged." Even sporadic terrorism can necessitate the constant costly deployment of defense against it. Furthermore, the effectiveness of terrorism is enhanced by instant and mass communication, especially graphic journalism.

However, many years ago a Chinese theorist said: "Kill one, frighten 10,000." A modern student of terrorism has correctly said that in the age of terrorism, the axiom should be: "Kill one, frighten 10 million."

Terrorism acquires its power from the special horror of its randomness, and from the magnification of it by modern media, which make the perpetrators seem the one thing they are not--powerful. Terrorism is the tactic of the weak.

Pursuing State Sponsors of Terrorism

"I know a lot," says Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, "and what I have said as clearly as I know how is that states are supporting these people." Therefore the Bush administration, which says it has not only drawn America's sword but has cast aside the scabbard, must have the primary goal--far superior to that of pursuing particular terrorists--of causing the collapse of at least one nation's regime that provides sanctuary or other assistance to terrorists. There are two pre-eminent candidates.
 [Syria and Iraq]

The president and the opposition party both face coming strains because of this principle the president has reiterated often since Sept. 11, as he did last Thursday: "I will enforce the doctrine that says that if you house a terrorist, you're just as guilty as the terrorists themselves." That commits this country to an ambitious agenda, because it brands as enemies, and demands reform or extinction for, the seven regimes that the State Department says sponsor terrorism: Syria, Iran, Iraq, Libya, North Korea, Sudan, Cuba.

Spectacular suicide triggered today's war. But it cannot be won without the involuntary death of more regimes than the rickety one that is the first target of the military might of our machines and engineers.

Coming from the territory for which Yasser Arafat is responsible, terrorists last weekend killed 26 Israelis, a part of Israel's population that is equal to 1,240 Americans. America is projecting power halfway around the world to collapse the Taliban regime because it harbors terrorists. It would be disgusting for America to call for Israeli "restraint" and to disapprove if Israel cleanses its backyard of Arafat's Palestinian Authority regime that welcomes terrorists except when, to distract America, it yet again promises to pass a few through the revolving doors of PA jails.

U.S. and Israel face Similar Terrorist Threat

The acrid and unexpungeable odor of terrorism, which has hung over Israel for many years, is now a fact of American life. Tuesday morning, Americans were drawn into the world that Israelis live in every day.

The Middle East/ Religious Fanaticism

Religious fanatics, are indeed central to this. And the Middle East is one coup by Islamic extremists from radical transformation.

US was soft on terrorism, leading to attacks

Many U.S. actions in the 1990s may have convinced watching enemies that this nation is pathologically unrealistic, and risk-averse to the point of paralysis. A secretary of state, Warren Christopher, visited Syria, a terrorists' haven, 24 times in four years. This diplomatic groveling was done in the bizarre hope that Syria, a sponsor of terrorism, would be cooperative regarding the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Arafat, the terrorist whose bloody trail runs back to the murder of U.S. diplomats in Sudan in 1973, was the most frequent foreign visitor to the Clinton White House.

The War on Terror

"What this war is about is our way of life," Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld says, "and our way of life is worth losing lives for." 


If the nation is to think clearly about war, it must ration its use of two recurring words: "justice" and "tragedy." The goal is not to "bring terrorists to justice," which suggests bringing them into sedate judicial settings--lawyers, courtrooms, due process, all preceded by punctilious readings of Miranda rights. Rather, the goal is destruction of enemies.

And what America suffered at the hands of its enemies was not a "tragedy." That word is freighted with connotations of blind forces (the San Francisco earthquake) or of inevitable misfortune arising from a deeply rooted flaw or vice (the stuff of ancient Greek tragedies). What erupted Sept. 11 is a war of aggression. Hence the suitability of the swift response from NATO, a defensive alliance.

Sometimes, gunpowder does smell good because civilization--especially the highest, ours--is not inevitable. So we fight.

The War on Terror: A New Kind of War

We are at the predictable beginning of a novel kind of war, one pitting the world's mightiest industrial nation against a cave dweller and, we are told, regimes that help supply his rudimentary needs and those of others like him.

Nothing is Impossible—US is vulnerable

The elemental lesson to be learned from Sept. 11 is that nothing is unthinkable, although many possibilities are unthought, particularly by peaceful nations.

The Israel-Palestinian Conflict

The idea of the Mitchell plan is that neither side is to blame--neither Israel, which wants to exist, nor the Palestinians who do not want it to; neither the Palestinians who want to plant nail bombs on buses, nor Israel, which would prefer the Palestinians not do that.

…terrorists have killed more Israelis in the eight years since Oslo began in 1993 than in the 45 years of Israel's existence before that.

The idea behind Oslo was for Israel to "take a risk for peace"--as though getting on a bus, visiting a pizzeria or disco, and walking down a street are not risky enough for Israelis.

On Aug. 31, Arafat, world's senior terrorist, did a star turn--at one point strolling with America's senior friend of terrorists, Jesse Jackson--in Durban, South Africa, at a United Nations orgy of hate directed against Israel and the United States and bearing an Orwellian title: World Conference Against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance. It was the kind of sewer of ideas that prepares the climate for the sort of things that happened in America 11 days after the conference opened, and what happened last weekend in Israel.
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